
MIIfJTES 0F THE WILLCIrI CREEK IIIATER USERST MEitTfNG

April )+, t96]-, Vernal Courthouse: lr:00 p.rn.

l{r. Huhert c. Lambert, Deputy State bngineer opened the meeting and dis-
cussed some of the problems encountered in deterrnining the rights of Wi1low

Creek and stated that most of the area had been surveyed.; but that there was

considerabllr more work needeci before a fu1l Determination of Rights coul<i be

-

prepared.

l"fr. Lambert then asked the users what thelr probrems

physical conditi stem was and if any usel€ had
&,
ilh€f, type of pro be worked out for ir96ir.

were and what the

any suggestions as to

lfr. H. L. Swaln stated that there were no measuring ctevices and headgates

on wilrow Creek and that most users took all the water available at their div-
ersion point; thereby, causing the rights inmediately above the confl_uence wlth
HiIl Creek to suffer.

l4r. Oi;to weaver of the Bureau of Indian Mfairs then stated that Witlow
creek was mainly a flood stream and that the water was reused many times as it
traversed the course of the stream. He stated. that it was not physically pos-
sible or feasibre to install and maintain measuring d.errices.

l4r' Larnbert asked Mr. weaver if the rndia.n service would put in measr:ring

derrices at this time. Mr. Weaver replied: No, not at this time.

Mr. Abraham Hatch then stated that he had cooperated with the soil con-

servation and had had a concrete diversion darn instal-led in the creek that was

worki-ng very well and he believed that all users could so the ssrrr€o
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ltr. Wil-Iis Stevens then stated that he believedParshall F1umes coul-d be

kept in aII ditches.

lfr. Lambert then said that perhaps the Indian Service should reconsider iis

posltion.

Mr. Weaver then anstlered that he did not feel it adVisable to instal-I meas-

uring devices and headgates at this time.

The rest of the users then stated that they would put in measuring <ievices

and headgates.

Ur. Tomlinson and lfr. Golden Hatch stated thai they were intermixed irith other

rights in thejr ditches and had special problens; but that they wculd install
devices.

The users then asked that a representative of the State Englneerrs Office

make an lnspection of the physical situati-onard give thqr technical advlce as to

installation of the devices.

Mr. Norseth of the State Engineerts Office then agreed that on his next trip

to Vernal to go over Willow Creek with representatives of the users and give what

assistance possible. He was to contact Otto K. Weaver, Representative of the

Indian Serwlce.

It{r. H. 1,. Sw+in, Roosevelt, Route 1; Telephone 0h02; and Abrahan Hatch at

the Hatch Ranch on Wil1ow Creek will represent the users and they wiII acconpany

Mr. Norseth on his survey.

Mr. Norseth then displayed a map he had prepared which showed the righis on

Will-ow Creek and interviewed each user that they rnight check the map as ro accuracy

and ownership.

On conpletion of this interview, the neeting was adjourned.
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